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THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF AUSTIN
AID FOR BETTER CLASSROOMS (ABC) GRANTS

In 1991, The Junior League of Austin’s ABC (Aid for Better Classrooms) Grants program was launched as an opportunity to support innovative teaching practices in the Austin Community. Today, The Junior League of Austin and our program partners 3M and AMD are celebrating  an amazing 20th Anniversary and all the accomplishments the program has delivered to support our teacher’s and enrich our children’s learning environment.  The ABC Grants Program enables classroom teachers the ability to introduce original curriculum-enhancing activities into the classroom-activities that might otherwise be unattainable due to continued budget constraints.

With over $191,000 distributed through ABC Grants to date, innovative instruction is touching students across all age groups and grade levels, from Pre-K to high school, in most of the areas’ school districts that include Austin, Del Valle, Eanes, Georgetown, Leander, Pflugerville and Round Rock. Additionally, many of the supplies and teaching tools purchased with ABC Grants funds continue to benefit the classrooms for years to come.

2012-2013 APPLICATION GUIDELINES
Please read carefully to fully understand guidelines and expectations as the program has changed
Award Range:  To best meet the needs of our recipients, The Junior League of Austin, along with our program sponsors 3M and AMD, will be awarding $15,000 worth of grants in amounts up to $1,000. The exact amount of each grant is to be determined by the applicant due to the individual needs of the project.  

Application Access: The application for the 2012-2013 ABC Grants will be made available on The Junior League of Austin website at www.jlaustin.org on December 1, 2011.. There are three sections to the application: the information form, the project application summary and the required budget worksheet.

Application Deadline:  Completed applications for the 2012-2013 ABC Grants will be due March 19, 2012.  Applications can now be submitted on line and must be received by the JLA no later than 5:00 pm on March 19th  Again, applications are available online at www.jlaustin.org, located under the ABC Grants section to the right side of the website. The application will need to be completed online at one time as no stop and save options are currently available.  Applications may also be submitted by mail or in person at JLA Headquarters located at 5416 Parkcrest, Suite 100 Austin, Texas 78703.  Applications sent by mail or delivered in person must contain one original and 4 copies of the complete application.  Only complete applications will be considered.  Facsimile applications will not be accepted. 

*PLEASE REMEMBER TO SUBMIT A COMPLETED BUDGET FORM WITH EACH GRANT APPLICATION.*
Notification of Recipients:  The review and evaluation of all grant applications is made in a blind review process by a panel of at least six Junior League of Austin members, and is based on the following criteria:
· Number of students participating 
· Clear, workable  plan, including expenditures 
· Real world application 
· Enhancement of curriculum 
· Interdisciplinary project 
· Creativity and originality 
· Active or cooperative participation 
· Material become permanent (an on-going project) 

The review process takes approximately 5 weeks from the application deadline date to be completed.  Recipients will be notified no later than April 23rd if their application has been accepted or rejected.  Each recipient will be notified by mail at their school address. After a project is selected, the winning teacher’s Principal will be contact by the JLA ABC Grants committee to confirm their knowledge and support of the proposed project. If a project is rejected by a Principal, the award grant will be retracted and another project will be selected. 

Award Project Evaluation and Feedback: The Junior League of Austin and the ABC Grants sponsors require recipients to provide information on the impact of the funded project(s). Additionally, any grant recipient is required to return the Evaluation/Feedback Form, along with a minimum of one project day photo, in order to be considered for the next year’s available grants. Evaluations are due upon completion of the project or by May 4th of the academic year, whichever is sooner. In addition, a new ABC Grants blog will be part of the 2012-2013 grant process in which we will ask each grant recipient to submit two short blog posts throughout the year updating the community on the project. More guidelines and timeline for submission will be available once grants have been awarded. 

Date for Awarding Funds:  Recipients will receive an invitation to an awards ceremony to be held in May 2012.  Funds will be disbursed in the form of a check, made payable to the recipient’s school, to the recipient on or before June 15, 2012.  

Length of Project:   Projects submitted under a grant application must be implemented between September 1 and May 1 of the academic year.  

Applicant Eligibility:   Grants are available to any classroom teacher in a Travis or Williamson County school district that has a student population of at least 5,000. Please check with your district to determine if you meet this criterion.  Applicants may apply individually or as grade level and/or subject matter team. In the case of team-based proposal, a Lead Teacher must be designated to assume the overall administrative responsibility for the project, and all related correspondence will be so directed.   Multiple applications per teacher will be accepted.  Therefore, a teacher who applies for an individual grant may also apply for another grant as part of a team.  Teachers may apply for as many grants as they have projects however, awarded recipients will be restricted to a maximum of two grants per year. Each school district submitting a proposal will receive a minimum of one grant. No member of The Junior League of Austin is eligible for a grant. 

Eligible Projects:  All grants should be original, creative, and innovative projects that would not otherwise be funded by an alternate funding source. Nor are funds intended for existing programs, currently funded programs or scheduled to be funded programs from an alternate source. Requests for (i) food, beverages, or refreshments, (ii) travel/transportation/lodging, (iii) technology not associated with a specific lesson plan or project, (iv) incentives, awards, compensation, or honorariums, (v) substitute teachers, and (vi) religious or political causes or donations will not be funded.   Requests for building or landscaping improvements are considered to fall within scheduled funding and should not be included in a grant proposal.  The JLA does not reimburse for sales tax. Products purchased with grant funds become the property of the recipient’s school district.  The application description of the proposed project must describe quantitative and/or qualitative methods used to evaluate the success of the project.  

Guidelines for Completing Application:  
· Grant applications must be complete and comply with stated deadlines.  Late applications will not be accepted. 
· Programs/Projects submitted in a grant application are required to be NEW programs/projects and should demonstrate creativity and innovation in educational programming.  Applicants should not seek funding for programs typically funded through an alternate source or through grants from other foundations.
· Thoughtfully consider the evaluation component of your grant application.  Each grant funded will need to be measured by tangible metrics to determine its effectiveness.
· Information presented in the grant application should be clear and to the point.  Make sure the project description and desired outcome(s) is understandable.  
· Define all acronyms used within the grant application.  Be mindful not to use too much education specific terminology and language as it may not be understood by JLA ABC Grant Review Team Members.  Many JLA ABC Grant Review Team Members are not in education.
· Proofread the grant application carefully.  Be sure to double check your budget worksheets to insure that totals are correct.
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2012-2013 ABC GRANTS – INFORMATION FORM



ALL SECTIONS MUST BE COMPLETED.  ONLY COMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE CONSIDERED.

	
	School Name:
	
	
	School Address:
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	School Phone:
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Principal’s Full 
	
	
	Principal’s Email
	
	

	
	Name:
	
	
	Address:
	
	





	
	Teacher’s
	
	
	Grade/Subject
	
	

	
	Full Name:
	
	
	Taught:
	
	

	
	 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Work Phone:
	
	
	Email:
	
	

	
	Alt Phone: 
	
	
	Alt Email:
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	





	
	Project Name:
	
	

	
	Number of Students Impacted:
	
	 
	

	
	Amount Requested:
	
	 
	Cannot exceed $1000
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Anticipated
	
	
	Anticipated
	
	

	
	Date of
	
	
	Date of 
	
	

	
	Implementation:
	
	
	Completion:
	
	




	
	Have you applied for a grant from ABC Grants in any previous years? 
	Yes
	
	No
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 If yes, please state the year(s) funded, the amount of funding and name(s) of the project(s):
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	Teacher’s Name:
	

	Name of Project:
	




Project Summary:
Describe the project in detail.  Be sure to include the targeted population, noting grade level, subject, and number of students who will benefit from the project.





Goals:
· Explain how the project will improve student learning
· Explain how the project challenges students and stimulates thought
· Explain how the project is innovative






Implementation and Objectives:
· Describe how you will implement the project.  
· What teaching methods and/or strategies will be used to implement the project?
· What is the major objective of the project?  Objective should be specific and measurable and relate to the project evaluation.






Evaluation:
List each objective from above and describe the evaluation method/tool used for each objective's major activities, as well as the expected results to be achieved for each objective.  Please use the following table for this section.

	Objective
	Instructional Activity
	Evaluation Tool
	Anticipated Result

	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




Timeline:
Can the project be completed within the allowable time frame (Sept 1st – May 1st)? Please provide a chronological time schedule, which includes, as applicable, ordering/receipt of materials, actual classroom implementation, evaluation, and other significant dates.



Other Information:
Please provide any additional information you feel is necessary for the Review Team to know about this proposal or project.






Budget:
Fill out attached budget worksheet in detail.


2012-2013 ABC GRANTS – BUDGET WORKSHEET

	Project Name:
	

	Teacher(s) Name:
	

	School Name:
	


  
To best meet the needs of our recipients, we will be awarding $15,000 worth of grants in amounts up to $1,000. The exact amount of each grant is to be determined by the applicant due to the individual needs of the project and be detailed in the budget worksheet below. The total of the budget will equal the grant request amount and is the amount which will be awarded if the grant is awarded. 

Grant recipients will be required to submit an expense report and legible copies of all receipts with their final evaluation.  Grant monies may only be used for the project and for the expenses as presented on this budget or as approved by amendment by the JLA ABC Grants committee.  Obtain current price quotes for all items listed on the budget by using a new vendor catalog, visiting the vendor's website, or by contacting the vendor directly.  Include shipping/handling costs as a part of your budget (be sure to research these costs by calling vendors or checking vendor websites).  

The Junior League of Austin does not reimburse sales tax.  Please remember to use your school’s tax exempt certificate when purchasing items.  

	Item
	Quantity
	Cost Per Unit
	Total ($)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



 Grand Total $ ______
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